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1 
. My invention pertains to children's clothing, 
and relates particularly fo the novel construc- 
tion of and method of. making a child's garment 
whereby the latter may be lengthened to accom- 
modate normal growth oï the child without pro- 
ducing permanent markings on the cloth or 
otherwise evidencing the fact that the garment 
has ben altered. 
During the early years when a child's growth 
is most rapid, it is a common practice among 
mothers to purchase for their children dresses, 
slips and other skirt-type garments in sizes sub- 
stantially longer than immediate requirements 
dictate. The garment is then shortened by form- 
ing circumferential hems therein which are se- 
cured in place with stitching. These hems are 
arranged symmetrically and are designed to 
ornament the garment in the best possible man- 
ner. A the child grows in stature, one or more 
of these hems or ïolds are eliminated by remov- 
ing the stitching whereby the garment is ruade 
longer. This method is hot. completelY satis- 
factory, however, for as each fold is eliminated 
the holes formed in the cloth by the needle and 
thread previously employed in the stitching do 
not disappear. The garment is thus marked per- 
manéntly, giving visible evidence that ,it bas 
been lengthened. 
It is a principal object of my invention, there- 
fore, to provide a method of making a child's 
skirt-type garment whereby alterations in length 
may be accommodated without permanently dis- 
flguring the cloth or otherwise giving evidence of 
such alteration. 
Another important object is the provision of 
a child's skirt-type garment which may be 
tered in length without disflguring the cloth or 
otherwise gtving visible evidence of such altera- 
tion. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 
a child's garment in which spaced circumferen- 
tial rows of hemstitching are utilized both as 
ornamentation and as securing means for hems 
or folds formed therebetween, whereby said gar- 
ment may be altered in length without perma- 
nently disfiguring the cloth. 
These and other objects and advantages of my 
invention will appear from the following detailed 
description taken in connection with the accom- 
panying drawing, in which: 
Flg. 1 is a ïragmentary plan view of a child's 
garment embodying the features of my inven- 
tion, the left hand portion showing a scries of 
circumferential rows of hemstitching, and the 
right hand portion showing the manner in which 
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adjacent rows of hemstitching are utilized in 
forming folds for shortening the length of the 
garment; and 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged ïragmentary sectional view 
taken along the line 2--2 in Fig. 1 and showing 
in detail the mariner in which the fold is secured 
in place. 
The. garment illustrated in the drawing for 
purposes of explaining the novel features of my 
invention represents a child's dress, although 
it is to be understood that my invention is ap- 
plicable to slips and other garments having simi- 
lar ïeatures of general design. The dress shown 
comprises a ïull length body portion ! which in- 
cludes both bodice and skirt sectión. The usual 
neck opening 2 and armholes 3 are provided,, as 
well as the ruffied hem 4/the latter being secured 
to the lower edge of the skirt by means of 
stitching 
A plurality of rows 6, 7, 8 and 9 of hemstltch- 
. ing are formed circumferentially about the lower 
portion of the skirt. Hemstitching, as is well 

known, is produced by removing or displacing 
a ïew parallel strands of thread-from a cloth and 
25 then tying the cross threads into bundles. This 
produces a series of holes !6 separated by the 
small clusters or bundles of tied threads. This 
is used extensively in forming ornamental borders 
and other designs in a large variety of cloth ar- 
30 ticles. In the present invention the rows are 
spaced from each other a desired distance along 
the longitudinal dimension of the dress. The 
spacing between rows may be uniïorm, as shown, 
or they may be irregular. If is to be noted, re- 
35 ferring particularly to Fig. 2 of the drawing, that 
the distance between cooperating pairs of hem- 
stitched rows is equal to one-half of the width of 
the fold ! ! to be formed as is explained more fully 
hereinafter. 
40 In shortening the overall length of the dress, 
the material lying between adjacent pairs of hem- 
stitched rows is gathered outwardly and folded 
together in back-to-back relationship.- The ad- 
jacent rows of hemstitching are thus brought into 
45 registration with the holes !6 arranged therein 
in cooperative alinement. A thread !2 is then 
stitched longitudinally along the hemstitching, 
and because of the holes !5 and the clusters or 
bundles of thread lying between said holes, the 
50 stitching thereaïter removed is hot noticeable. 
That is, the thread bundles do hot evidence the 
piercing produced by the stitched thread as would 
a fiat woven fabric. 
In the illustration shown in the drawing it is 
55 to be observed that the: four rows of hemstitching 
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Drovide for the formation of two hems or folds. 
Thus, rows 8 and 7 are drawn together as shown 
in Fig. 2, and seoured by thread |2 fo produce 
fold . ows 8 nd 9 my be drwn together 
nd seoed n  silr mnner fo form the sec- 
ond fod,  desed. Obviously, if provision for 
more folds is desed,  reter number of o- 
mental hemsttoh rows may be formed n the 
grment. Since the fo rows lustrated re 
spced Prt eqL dtnoes, the 
lewse be spoed pgt  dtnDe substntilly 
equl to the width of the fold. If if s desired 
fo hve the folds overlp or fo be spced closer 
toether than shown, the spoin betveen Tows 
 nd 8 my be dted to produce th rest. I5 
In ny event, t  fo be noted th., smery of 
ornamentl desn s mintned regardless, of 
the number of hemstitch rows nd of the Io  
tion of the folds. oreover, the folds m 
oonstruoted so s fo smte res nd thereby 0 
ence the .pperance of£hegrment. 
When if  desred fo lenhen the .dress t0 c- 
commodte rowth of the werer, one 'or more 
folds.re elLted by removg the thred 
from£he cooRerting rows of hetton. Sce 
the-threadhas been .drain through the bundles 
of thred between holes @, ts removl:merely 
brgs the hemsttohing:to view. Thus,  the 
dress , - lenghened, w%hout cusing permnent 
mrking, of the cloth, which .would give visible S0 
edence -thé%. the garment hd- been ltered. 
hough I hvé described the feutres of 
invention: s ,pplied to.:heç.skt=type grments 
of smlL :gog .çhildren-it  fo be understood 
tht,the.:venton 
to the grmen, ts: of admis..- Ordinrily, the gr- 
ments, of aduts-re discrded.before changes 
lenh become ne:csry, und therefo the fea= 
tes embog my invention are appliedprin- 
ciplly fo £he.clothes of the rpidly grong chfld. 0 
I claire::  
1. A.grmen.;comprg  c!oth skt, t-les 
one., Cooperting pir of spaced rows of orn= 
mental -..hstitching.. formed, circumferentilly 
bout sid- skt, sid coopertg :rows beng  45 
alternent. nd« overlyg; c0mDlementy re- 
tration one w/th nother, U thred stitched, longi/ 
tully«thr0ugh sid regisging rows nd se-- 

curing the same together with a fold in the cloth 
lying therebetween, whereby to produce shorten- 
ing of the length of said garment, said stitched 
thread being removable from said rows for elimi- 
nating said fold, whereby lengthening of said 
garment is effected without giving visible evidence 
without giving visible evidence oï the alteration. 
2. A selectively lengthenable cloth garment, 
c0mprising a skirt having .a plurality of parallel 
spgced rows of o/namentat, hémsticiàJg ' formed 
circumferentially thereabóUt, each«sch  row in- 
cluding a series of holes separated by small bun- 
dles of tied threads, af least one pair of said 
 laraltel rows being in direct overlYing abutment 
one with another, the material between said pah. 
of  rows being.-folded on a circumferential line 
intgrmediate said. pair to register the saine in 
abutment, and a thread means stitched longitu- 
dinally down said abutting and registering rows 
of hemstitching and through abuting ones of 
said small bundtes of tied threads temporarfly to 
interlace and fix said rows in abutment with said 
folded materialpendent therefrom, said garment 
being lengthenable with .no visible evldence of 
alteration by removing said thread means from 
said bundles of tied threads and opening said 
folded space. 
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